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parse the operating system’s file system format without
embedding direct knowledge of the format in the applica-
tions themselves. By making a file system self-describing,
applications running locally on the same computer, or
remotely on another computer, can interpret file system data
structures if they can access the disk containing the file
system. Storage Area Networks (SANs) present a paradigm
where multiple computer systems can see the same set of
disk resources. This, combined with the invention of self-
describing file systems, makes it possible to build applica-
tions that are more intelligent and perform better than their
counterparts that either embed knowledge of a file system or
rely on a file system driver to interpret the structure on
behalf of the applications.
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